
Choosing the right Compressor

Sealey offer an extensive range of compressors. This guide is designed to help you make the 
right choice for your needs.

Step 1 - Output
Each air tool has a CFM rating, which stands for the amount of cubic feet of air required per 
minute to power the tool. 

Determine the highest CFM rating of the air tools you intend to use. If you intend using more than 
one tool at the same time, you will need to add the ratings of both tools to calculate the total CFM 
rating.

Then add fifty percent to the CFM figure as a safety margin. e.g. a 4CFM tool would require a 
6CFM output compressor. Now you can look for the compressor that produces a high enough 
CFM output for your needs.

Step 2 - Horsepower
The higher the horsepower, the quicker the air is replaced in the air tank.

Step 3 - Static or Portable
Compressors can be very heavy. Do you need wheels on your compressor to enable it to be 
moved around your workshop?

Step 4 - Electric or Petrol Driven 
If you plan to use the compressor away from your premises where there’s no electrical supply, 
you will need to opt for a petrol version. You will also need to check whether your power supply is 
adequate to run the compressor. Some larger compressors cannot be run from a 13Amp socket.

Step 5 - Noise
Compressors can be quite noisy. Belt driven machines are quieter than direct drive versions. But 
some compressors have noise suppressing casings to reduce noise pollution. Screw compressors 
are even quieter.

Step 6 - Amount of Usage
Compressors need to cool down between regeneration periods. Regeneration is when the pump 
replaces the air that has been used from the compressor’s air tank. If you need to frequently/
continuously run your compressor, such as on a production line or body shop, you wil need to use 



a screw compressor. These are designed for heavy-duty applications.

Step 7 - Air Outlets
If you plan to run two tools simultaneously that use different air pressures (PSI/ Pounds per 
Square Inch), it is advantageous to buy a compressor with two air outlets. 


